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is .preparing  a  serious  attack  on this particular sector.
"^e've learnt that they're sending two cavalry regiments,
five special detachments, three batteries, and machine-guns
to correspond. At a rough estimate this adds 5,500 men to
their forces. In that case they will undoubtedly have the
ppnerical superiority, not to mention their ascendancy in
f equipment/'
The yellow sun streamed into the room from the south.
A blue cloud of tobacco-smoke hung motionless under the
ceiling, and somewhere in it a fly, poisoned by the smoke,
buzzed desperately. Sleepy after two nights of vigil, Gregor
drowsily stared out of the window. His eyelids felt as heavy
as lead, and the warmth of the overheated room combined
with his weariness to drug his will and his consciousness.
Outside the window the low spring breezes were dancing,
the last snow was glittering rosily on the hillsides, and the
poplars beyond the Don were swaying so strongly in the
:$tdnd that as he watched them he thought he could hear
their incessant bass whispering.
The Caucasian's clear and insistent voice aroused his
attention. He forced himself to listen, and imperceptibly
his drowziness passed.
" The weakened activity of the enemy on the front held
by the first division, and his determined efforts to advance
on the Migulinsk-Mieshkov line warn us to be on our guard.
I suggest. . ."he stumbled over the word " comrades " and,
fiercely gesticulating, raised his voice. " I suggest that
Kudynov and Safonov are committing a serious error in
taking the Red manoeuvres at their face value and proposing
^Aat the sector held by Melekhov should be weakened. It
is the A.B.C. of strategy to draw off your enemy's strength
in order to fling your own forces against the weakened
sector. ..."
" But Melekhov doesn't need the reserve regiments. . * ."
Kudynov interrupted.
" On the contrary ! We must have reserves to our hand
in order to close the gap in the event of their breaking
through."
n   "It appears Kudynov has no intention of asking me
Whether I shall hand over my reserves or not," Gregor
remarked with rising anger. " But I shan't give them up;
ioiot a single squadron 1 "